MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF WEST CENTRAL COMMUNITY UNIT SCHOOL DISTRICT #235 HELD IN THE ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA ON APRIL 21, 2010.

The meeting was called to order by Vice President Arnold at 7:00 pm in the Elementary Cafeteria.  The following board members answered roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Vice President Arnold declared a quorum present.  Also present were Superintendent Grimm, P. Geiser, S. Richard, D. Buss, J. Nichols, J. Serven, J. Farniok, M. Frakes and approximately 11  community members and staff.
Vice President Arnold led the audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS

The following items were offered as good news items:
· There were 71 of 76 students represented at the Freshman Orientation program held on Tuesday, April 20, 2010;
· The high school and middle school plays were mentioned in terms of how well attended they were and how well they were performed;
· Our students performance at the Town and Country Art show was highlighted

· The WCMS track team won the Bobby Dunlap Relays in Monmouth for the sixth consecutive year;
· The district secretaries were recognized for their service to the district as April 21, 2010, was Administrative Assistant Day;
· The Jr-Sr Prom was highlighted. Specifically it was mentioned how well behaved our students were and how nice it was that the coronation of the king and queen took place during the promenade;
· Mr. Frank and several of his students were recognized for making blocks out of stored lumber for the West Central Early Childhood Center;
· It was also mentioned how well the Pre-K visit to Kindergarten went.
APPROVE AGENDA

Motion by Clark, seconded by Torrance to approve the agenda with the following additions: X(J). Consider Approval of Artwork at WCECC and XV(A-2). Retirement: Vicki Wood, WCMS Cook.  Roll call: Anderson, absent; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Anderson entered 7:10 pm.
RECOGNITION OF AUDIENCE REQUEST FOR PRESENTATION
Under recognition of audience request for presentation, the board heard an update from Carl Sandburg College Envoy Sam Sudhaker. The Board also heard a report on possible changes to the IHSA By-Laws by former WCHS Head Coach Will Bavery as well as a plea to the board to upgrade the football practice field. The board also heard a report from district Art Teacher Cherry Simmons on our students’ success at the LTC Art Show as well as the Town and Country Art Show. 

ROLL CALL

PLEDGE
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CONSENT AGENDA

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the consent agenda (Minutes of the Regular Meeting of March 17, 2010; Minutes of the Special Meeting of March 22, 2010; Minutes of the Closed Session of March 22, 2010; A resolution regarding National Teacher Appreciation Week; A request of a WCHS student, Amanda Schneider, to take dual credit/dual enrollment courses as per the letter of February 11, 2010; A proposed Intergovernmental Agreement for CSC Edunet Wireless Wide Area network for the period of July 1, 2010 through June 30, 2015; Student fees for the 2010-2011 school year; The 2010-2011 School Improvement Plans for West Central Elementary and West Central Middle School; Second Reading and adoption of proposed revisions to 8 board policies. Those policies are:  4:60 – Purchases and Contracts, 4:90 – Activities Fund, 4:110 – Transportation, 4:170 – Safety, 5:20 – Sexual Harassment Prohibited, 7:50 – School Admission and Student Transfers To and From Non-District Schools, 8:30 – Visitors to and Conduct on School Property and 8:80 – Gifts to the District; A request of a WCHS student, Emily Kage, to graduate at the end of seven semesters providing she meets all graduation requirements as of that time). Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.
FINANCIAL ACTIVITY
Motion by Torrance, seconded by Anderson to approve the payment of all bills including the 3 additional as presented.  Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the activity account summaries for March 2010 for WCE, WCMS, and WCHS as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Sams to approve the March 2010 treasurer’s report as presented.  Roll call: Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye.  Motion carried.

The board also heard an update on the district’s financial report from Supt. Grimm.  It was pointed out to the board that at the end of March our actual revenue and expenditures amounts compared to budgeted amounts should be at 75.00%.  The board was informed that actual revenue received was 79.94% and expenditures compared to budget were at 68.42%.  In addition, Superintendent Grimm pointed out that as of Wednesday, April 21, 2010, the state board has vouchered to the comptroller’s office a total of $834,409. Mr. Grimm expressed hope that the district would receive all of the remaining General State Aid that is owed to the district and one more transportation payment.

ACTION ITEMS

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to approve the request to be associated with a Scholastic Trap Shooting Team with the understanding that students must adhere to all WCHS eligibility requirements, follow the district policy on extracurricular random drug testing and they will not be permitted to participate if found to have committed a 
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significant violation of school rules.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

The board tabled action on the approval of a quote for security cameras for the north campus as the quotes had not yet been received.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Torrance to approve the proposed artwork for the WCECC’s north cafeteria wall as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

REPORTS
The board heard reports from Principal Buss, Principal Nichols and Principal Geiser.  They also heard a curriculum report from Mrs. Serven, a technology report from Mrs. Frakes and a special education report from Mrs. Farniok. In addition, Mr. Blender provided the board with an update on the on the bi-annual sports participation survey that our 5-11 grade students recently completed.

DISCUSSION ITEMS
The board heard brief summaries of the proposed changes to the parent-student handbooks at each building. It was explained to the board that this year, a model parent-student handbook, developed by the Illinois Principal’s Association, was used to help formulate the recommended changes to the current handbooks. Mr. Buss and Mr. Nichols briefly explained the most significant proposed changes to their handbooks and stressed that the majority of the changes being recommended were due to the use of the IPA model handbook.

Mr. Geiser presented to the board his proposed handbook changes with an additional handout detailing conversation that he had had with his staff and his handbook committee concerning athletic eligibility and the high school semester exam exemption policy. After reviewing the content of the document with the board, Mr. Geiser suggested to the board that they leave the semester exam exemption policy alone for next year but that serious consideration should be given to changing that policy to include requiring all students to take exit outcome exams while leaving the semester exam incentive policy as it currently stands. Some board members expressed a desire to see the attendance portion of the incentive policy removed and some board members thought that there should be a grade component factored into the semester exam incentive policy as well.

At the end of the discussion, it was the consensus of the board to have all three handbooks placed on the May board meeting agenda for action but that more discussion on the high school hand book relative to the semester exam incentive policy and the athletic policy may need to take place before approval of the high school handbook could be given.

The Board briefly discussed a request by district resident and WCES staff member Amy Wolf to allow her daughter to participate during the 2010-2011 school year in the IHSA state swimming competition. Following a brief discussion, the board indicated that they would approve this request at the May board meeting. As part of this discussion, it was 
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indicated that the parents will pay the required entry fee and serve as volunteer coaches and that Mr. Blender will assist in registering the student with the IHSA. It was also suggested that this opportunity should be made available to all WCHS students.

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

There were no future agenda items noted.
PERSONNEL

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to approve the retirement of Karen Day as WCMS head cook effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year as presented.  Roll call: Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to approve the retirement of Vickie Wood as WCMS cook effective at the end of the 2009-10 school year as presented. Roll call: Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Clark, seconded by Torrance to employ Albert Brasel as WCHS Science teacher (BS-0) beginning with the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Torrance, seconded by Sams to employ Jeremy Hennings as WCMS Math teacher (BS-0) beginning with the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye.  Motion carried.

Motion by Sams, seconded by Clark to employ Erik Davis as WCHS English teacher (BA-0) beginning with the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye; Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye.  Motion carried.
Motion by Sams, seconded by Anderson to employ Megan Smith as WCHS Math teacher (BS-0) beginning with the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye. Motion carried.

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to employ Rachel Pepich as a WCHS Math teacher (BA-0) beginning with the 2010-11 school year as presented.  Roll call: Sams, aye; Torrance, aye; Anderson, aye; Arnold, aye; Brent, absent; Clark, aye; Goff, aye. Motion carried.

FUTURE MEETINGS

The board was reminded that there will be a special meeting on Thursday, May 13, 2010 and that meeting will begin at 7 pm and will be held in the elementary cafeteria. It was suggested that the purpose of the special meeting will be to discuss and take action on several matters pertaining to personnel. The board was also reminded that the next regularly scheduled meeting will be at 7 pm on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 in the elementary cafeteria. 

FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS

K. DAY – RETIRE

V. WOOD – RETIRE

HIRE – A. BRASEL

HIRE – J. HENNINGS

HIRE – E. DAVIS

HIRE – M. SMITH

HIRE – R. PEPICH

FUTURE MTG

ADJOURNMENT

Motion by Anderson, seconded by Clark to adjourn at 9:10 pm.  The vote was unanimous.  Motion carried.  

THESE MINUTES ARE APPROVED AS WRITTEN THIS 19TH DAY OF MAY 2010.

Lonnie Brent, Board President

Paul Anderson, Board Secretary

ADJOURN
